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Nottingham Hospitals Charity Research Fund
Pump Priming Competition 2021
Closing date: Midnight Sunday 19 September 2021
Nottingham Hospitals Charity invites applications for the Charity’s Pump Priming Competition. This competition is intended principally to pump prime early studies which are of potentially high quality, including proof of principle and feasibility studies. The competition remains funded by Nottingham Hospitals Charity.
It is expected that this annual competition will fund a number of small project grants of up to £25,000.
· The projects funded will pump prime early stage research with a view to grant submission to an external funding body (e.g. Research for Patient Benefit - RfPB). 

· Projects should have a clear and close trajectory to patient benefit within a maximum of three to five years following receipt of funding*
(NB: NUH Charity, in collaboration with the Nottingham University Hospitals R&I Funding Development Team, will performance manage all successful NUH Charity Pump Priming applications to ensure delivery of the project outcomes.)
· Applications are invited from clinical professionals working at Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust.  Joint applications with University partners are welcome. 
Aims of the scheme

· To promote high quality, multi-disciplinary research proposals.
· To support pump priming, proof of principle and feasibility studies.
· To increase the chances of applicants being successful in winning substantial external funding.
· To encourage applications from new investigators, who are defined as those who have received funding of less than £50,000 in the past 3 years.
Further information is available from Professor Joanne Cooper, Assistant Director of Nursing (Research, Innovation and Professional Regulation) – email: Joanne.Cooper3@nuh.nhs.uk  
Additional information on eligibility criteria:
· The quality of the application is the most important criterion.  

· This competition is primarily aimed at proof of principle/feasibility/innovation studies only.  

· The data obtained should enable submission for high quality, externally funded grant applications for clinical research, such as the NIHR RfPB scheme (https://www.nihr.ac.uk/explore-nihr/funding-programmes/research-for-patient-benefit.htm ).


· There is no bar to applications for laboratory research; however, this funding competition will only fund proposals which have a clear and close trajectory to patient benefit within a maximum of three to five years following receipt of funding. 
If your proposal is further ‘upstream’ or has a longer trajectory to clinical benefit, please discuss your proposal with Professor Joanne Cooper (Joanne.Cooper3@nuh.nhs.uk) who will advise if an ‘exception’ to the above criteria would be permitted. 

Please note the following: 
· All proposals should be fully costed prior to submission.  Please contact the NUH R&I Funding Development Team (researchgrantapplications@nuh.nhs.uk ) giving at least 2 weeks’ notice to enable an accurate costing to be completed.  You will be required to attach the completed and authorized NUH R&I costing template to your application. 

· All costs must be fully justified.  Details of other grant funding already obtained for your project must be detailed.  It will not be permissible for funding awarded to this project to be transferred to a different proposal.  The submitted proposal should be original research only and should not have been previously published.

· Funding will be awarded for a maximum of 2 years.  All income should be utilized within 2 years following receipt of funding.
· NUH Charity will not fund:  publication costs, conference fees, routine care costs, infrastructure costs 

· The maximum word count will be enforced. Please add your word count at the end of each section. Applications that exceed the amount specified in each section will not be reviewed.
· Applications should be completed using Arial 11pt font and 1.15 spacing.
· Please submit the application form as a Word document, attaching the authorized costing template and include a supporting letter from your Head of Service/Department as an attachment. 
· Applications submitted without the letter of support will not be reviewed.    

· Please send to: charitygrants@nuh.nhs.uk Postal applications will not be accepted.

· Important: Please include the words: NHC Pump Priming Competition 2021 along with the last name and initial of the lead applicant in the subject box.

· Applications received in the charity inbox after the closing date will not be accepted – please be aware that applications can be delayed by the NUH IT system for virus checking. 

Applicants are strongly advised to contact the East Midlands Research Design Service (RDS) (https://www.rds-eastmidlands.nihr.ac.uk/) for advice on developing a robust research proposal, including methodology, statistics and health economics.
NUH applicants seeking statistical advice should contact the NUH R&I Funding Development Team for details of how to access this service:  researchgrantapplications@nuh.nhs.uk
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Applicants must complete all sections listed below
Sections which do not apply should be completed as ‘Not Applicable’                                                          and if appropriate a justification provided
	Title of Proposal:

(Max 25 words)
	


Section 1: Applicants Details
	Principal investigator:
	

	Designation
	

	Email
	

	Contact no:
	

	

	Are you a new investigator as defined under ‘Aims of the Scheme’? 
(New investigators are defined as those who have received funding of less than £50,000 in the past 3 years)


Please list all co-investigators/collaborators:

	Name:
	

	Designation
	

	Email
	

	Contact no:
	

	Will this person be analysing the data?                  


	Name:
	

	Designation
	

	Email
	

	Contact no:
	

	Will this person be analysing the data?                  


Please complete using Arial 11pt and 1.15 line spacing and adhere to the word count in each section. 
Please add your word count at the end of each question.
	1. Have you previously submitted an application for pump priming funding within the last 3 years? 

If YES, please give title and date awarded (max 50 words)


	

	2. Was the project funded?
If YES please give a brief indication of the current state of the project (max 50 words)

	


Section 2: Pump Priming Proposal
· Please complete using Arial 11pt and 1.15 line spacing and adhere to the word count in each section. 
· This section of the form should not exceed two sides of A4 - Failure to observe the guidelines will result in your application not being reviewed.
	3. Lay summary: Please briefly describe the proposed research in language that can be understood by a                  lay person or someone unfamiliar with your research area (max 200 words)

	

	4. Background, Rational and Aims (max 500 words) Please include:
· A brief background

· A clear research question
· An outline experimental plan, including start date, timeline and indicative duration of pump priming stage

	

	5. Justification of the funds requested (max 200 words)
Please attach the completed and authorized NUH R&I costing template to your application (not included in  the word count)

	

	6. Please state how this research will increase your chances of attracting further grant support and the              type of funding for which you intend to apply. e.g. research for patient benefit (RfPB): (max 200 words)

	


Section 3: Administrative Questions
Sections which do not apply should be completed as ‘Not Applicable’
	7. Does this study involve any additional contact with Patients or Public Involvement (PPI)? 

If YES: Please demonstrate how PPI has influenced the design of your proposal
If NO then please describe any future anticipated impact on patient benefit 
 (max 100 words)

	

	8. Is this project or any of the team involved with a Biomedical Research Centre? 
If YES Please say why you applying for this additional funding?(max 50 words)                                  

	


Please include a statement / letter signed by your Head of Service/Department                      confirming that the study outlined in this application has their support and that appropriate support is available within the department.

Please send the application as a word document not a PDF.
 Closing date for applications: Midnight Sunday 19 September 2021
                  Applications received after the closing date will not be accepted.

The Charity Research Board will meet on the 25 November 2021 and applicants will be informed on the outcome of their application within 2 weeks.
